WELCOME AND SHALOM FROM ALL OF US AT

CONGREGATION BETH ISRAEL

Dear Friend,

Thank you for your interest in Beth Israel Synagogue.  As you may know, we are an egalitarian Conservative congregation of about 175 families, located in the mountains of Western North Carolina.  Congregation Beth Israel was founded in 1898, making us one of the oldest in North Carolina.  Our original name was Congregation Bikkur Cholim (the mitzvah of visiting the sick).  

Beth Israel is a dynamic congregation that values involvement and individuality.  Here you’ll find a community that works diligently to create Jewish experiences that are energized and meaningful.  Beth Israel balances respect for tradition with an awareness that innovations can add vibrancy to living Jewishly every day.

Enclosed in this application packet you will find information about membership that you may wish to consider prior to submitting your application.  The information requested about you and your family will enable us to serve you and make sure that you feel at home at CBI.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact our office or visit our website:

Call our office:  (828) 252-8431

Visit our website:  www.bethisraelnc.org
Email us:  bethisraelnc@bellsouth.net 

We look forward to meeting you and welcoming you to our community.  

Brukhim HaBaim (welcome),

Congregation Beth Israel

CONGREGATION BETH ISRAEL MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Today’s date:
Cell phone #:

Last Name:
Email address:

or

I do not want to receive information by email

Street address:
Wedding anniversary date:

City, State, Zip
Former synagogue:

Home phone:
     City, State:

Work phone:
     Orthodox/Conservative/Reform/Havurah/Other       

Adults’ names*

Hebrew name

Ben/ bat

Father’s
Hebrew name

Mother’s
Hebrew name

Indicate 

C=Cohen

L=Levi 

I=Israel

N=not Jewish
Birthday
M/D/Y

















Dependents’ names*
under 21/over 65







































*Please include all members of your family so that we can welcome them into our community. 

For ritual reasons, please indicate one of the options in the sixth column for each family member.

TELEPHONE DIRECTORY
Each year we print a membership telephone directory.  Please list any privately-owned business or professional information you would like to include in our “yellow pages” section:

Name:





Phone #

Brief description:

Name:





Phone #

Brief description:

YOUR INTERESTS AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR INVOLVEMENT AT CBI

Your name:  ​​​______________________________________________________________________

Beth Israel has many committees available for you to get involved in and warmly encourages lay participation in our religious services.  Please check any headings which would be of interest to the adult (or teen) members of your family.  Members are encouraged to participate in at least one.

Adult Education



House/Building



Cemetery



Interfaith Activities

Chesed



Membership

Bereavement  



Men’s Club     
Visiting the sick



Spiritual Life/Ritual/Ritual Education

Child and Family Education



      Chanting Haftarah

Bet Sefer/Religious School


      Chanting Jonah, Ruth, Esther, Eikha

Children’s Religious services

      Giving a dvar Torah
Communications



      Leading services

       Computer Expertise



      Leyning (reading) Torah     

       Graphic Design experience

      
      Scheduling readers and service leaders

       Media



Sisterhood     

       Publicity



Social Action

       Website

     

Teen Activities       
Community Outreach
Development/Fundraising



Other (please specify)

Finance



      

Grounds




Hevra Kaddisha





Shmirah (sitting with the deceased)





Taharah (ritual washing of the deceased)



      



       






Please tell us about yourselves:

A) Your personal interests:

B) Your volunteer experiences:

C) Your employment background:

Dues Schedule for Fiscal Year 2010-2011

New 10 month dues payment period – At the May 2010 Board meeting, and at the Finance Committee’s recommendation, it was decided to change the annual dues payment schedule to a 10 month period, rather than a 12 month period.  Although our fiscal year will remain July 1-June 30, all pledges will now be due by April 30th of each year.

· Family Household Membership: 2% of annual income ($1000 minimum) 

· A family is defined as two adults with or without children, or one adult with any amount of children

· Includes one High Holiday ticket for each adult family member 

· Single Household: 2% of annual income ($750 minimum)

· A household of one adult

· Includes one High Holiday ticket

· 35-and-Under Household: 2% of annual income ($500 minimum) – this category applies to individuals or families where the eldest member is 35 or under.

· Includes one High Holiday ticket for each adult family member

· Associate Membership: ($450 minimum)

· For households residing more than 50 miles outside Asheville for more than six months of the year 

· Includes one High Holiday ticket for each adult family member

Member dues provide the bulk of our annual income. Please keep this in mind as you make your membership pledge. If you require financial consideration, please contact our VP of Finance, Joe Mann-Stadt (225-5784) for a confidential discussion about payment plans or dues relief programs.  
 


 In addition to your dues, there are other ways you can help CBI: 

· Our Ingles Gift Card Program earns CBI an excellent 5% return on all cards sold, at no cost to our members. Your gift card can be used at Ingles Markets and Ingles Gas Express throughout the region. If you shop at Ingles even occasionally, please participate in this wonderful fundraiser. If you are not able to pay as much dues “as you wished you could” this is a wonderful way to supplement your dues.  We all need to go to the grocery store. 

· Participate in our annual Celebration Israel as a volunteer, vendor or sponsor. Planning has already begun for next year’s celebration. This major fundraiser has great potential for CBI – your participation is what makes it a success. Please speak to Lisa Harnash, our Development Committee chair, if you would like to be involved with the planning of this event. 

· Volunteer to help with one of our other fundraisers, such as Mahj Mania or Sisterhood’s wonderful Rummage Sale. Your Rummage Sale contribution of good-quality furniture, housewares, clothing, or other items supports Sisterhood projects throughout the year while earning you a tax deduction.

· Ask our office administrator to send you a list of the many other ways you might be able to help by volunteering with the many aspects of shul life. 

Beth Israel Synagogue
2010 - 2011 DUES PLEDGE 

Name:  ______________________________________________________________________ 

· I am a new member and my dues commitment is: 

· I am renewing as a: 
      _____Family 
_____ 35 and Under
  _____ Individual    

      _____Associate member (You must live at least 50 miles from Asheville for at least six months out of the year) 

My 2010-2011 Dues Pledge:                                     
____
_____

(Please consult attached Dues Schedule page before filling in pledge amount) 

My United Synagogue Dues*:  
      $73.50
Building Maintenance assessment:  $50.00

  
        $123.50

         My Total Dues Pledge:     
_______
_  
 
*United Synagogue dues are established by the Conservative movement and are assessed to every member of every synagogue affiliated with the Conservative movement.  
I (we) agree to pay dues in full as follows: 

1 payment of $________     2 payments of $________ea.      4 payments of $_______ea.
        (Annual)                          
            (Twice Yearly)    


            (Quarterly) 

(Note: Payment may also be made with your VISA or MasterCard – reverse of page.) 

((Check if applicable) I wish to meet with the Finance Committee to discuss my financial circumstances. 
In order to maintain your status as a Member in Good Standing this form and initial payment must be received no later than July 1st  2010.  Please see separate sheet for your Kiddush obligation. 
 

Signature(s): _______________________________________________     Date:____________  

(See reverse for payment by credit card)

BETH ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE
CREDIT CARD AUTHORIZATION 


 

Name:________________________________________________________________________
 

I hereby authorize Beth Israel Synagogue to charge my 2010-2011 membership dues to my: 

· VISA:   Card #:______________________________________________________Expires:___________ 

 

· MASTERCARD:  Card #:_____________________________________________ Expires:__________ 

How would you like us to charge your credit card? 
 

Annually:  $_____________ 

(to be charged in July 2010 and covering my total pledge for the year 2010-2011). 

Semi-Annually:   $_____________ 

 (with two equal payments to be charged in July 2010 and January 2011). 

Quarterly:  $_____________

 (with four equal payments to be charged July & October 2010 and January & April of 2011).  
 

Print name as it appears on your card:  

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Authorized Signature:  _____________________________________   Date:  ____________
  

WORKSHEET FOR CALCULATING DUES PLEDGE 

CONGREGATION BETH ISRAEL

Using the information on the CBI DUES SCHEDULE AND PLEDGE SHEET, please use this worksheet to calculate your dues pledge. If you have any questions regarding the dues structure, please don’t hesitate to contact the Beth Israel office (828-252-8431).  We look forward to welcoming you to our family.
Annual Dues Commitment  (Regular Membership)

1. Annual total gross household income

$____________
2. Multiply total income by 2% (Amount x 0.02)
$____________
3. Minimum Dues Pledge



$ ___1,000____
4. Enter the greater amount from line 2 or 3



$____________
Building Fund Pledge (deferred in year one)



$____________
United Synagogue Dues






$___73.50____

Annual Building Maintenance Assessment



$___50.00____

Total Dues Pledge





$____________

Annual Dues Commitment  (Associate Member)

1. Dues Pledge (minimum is $450)




$___________

2. Annual building maintenance assessment



$___50.00__ _
3. United Synagogue Dues (if not paid at your home synagogue,

please add $73.50






$___73.50_  _ 
Total Dues Pledge





$____________
ONEG AND KIDDUSH OBLIGATIONS

Each member household is required to sponsor/co-sponsor at least one Kiddush per year.
The tradition of a weekly Kiddush following Saturday morning services forms an integral part of our social experience at CBI, and is something that all of us enjoy.  Sponsoring a Kiddush is one of the responsibilities of membership at CBI. We appreciate that sponsoring a Kiddush may prove too great a burden for some members to shoulder alone, so you are welcome to arrange to co-host with another member household or two.  If you don’t have any specific co-host in mind, we are happy to assist you in finding one or more other members to share the responsibility.  Just check the box on your Kiddush reservation form if you would like us to help you to find co-sponsorship.  Please also keep in mind that the goal of the Kiddush lunch is fellowship and community and a modest luncheon offering is quite acceptable.

We generally expect 60-80 people at Kiddush.  Challah must be provided by the sponsor.  You may enhance your Kiddush with salads, kugel, fruit, etc. It can be as modest or elaborate as you wish.  

If you are unable to prepare your own Kiddush, you can arrange to have it catered by a caterer.  Among the caterers familiar with kashrut and the synagogue kitchen are Nancy Forester (254-5755), Rebecca Friedman (242-3555), and Celine and Company (254-9902).  Additional names can be obtained from the synagogue office (252-8431).  We recommend that if you choose to have your Kiddush catered, that you make arrangements with the caterer as early as possible. 

  
CBI MEDIA DISCLAIMER

Beth Israel Synagogue welcomes all members regardless of political views or affiliations.  A member who expresses his or her opinions in a public forum, however, shall make no reference that would lead listeners, viewers or readers to conclude that the member speaks for Beth Israel Synagogue.  No members shall attribute opinions to the congregation without receiving prior clearance from the Executive Committee.

Any violation of this policy will be reviewed by the Executive Committee to assess the need for disciplinary action including membership termination.

 
CBI MEDIA RELEASE

Photographs and video recordings are often made to document or publicize activities here at Beth Israel.   We request your permission to use any material that may contain images of you or your family. 

I permit the use of photos or recordings of myself and my minor children for educational, membership and publicity purposes, including print and internet media.

Signature:  ____________________________________________
Date:  ________________________

Signature:  ____________________________________________
Date:  ________________________

APPLICATION AGREEMENT

I have read the Financial Commitment, Kiddush Obligation and Media Disclaimer statements within this application form.  By signing here, I agree to abide by all of the above mentioned CBI policies.

Signature:  ____________________________________________
Date:  ________________________

Signature:  ____________________________________________
Date:  ________________________

