
Ha’Shofar
VOLUME VIII,  ISSUE 8

CONGREGATION 

BETH ISRAEL

August 2016

Inside
Prayer Corner

..................... p. 2

Rummage Sale

..................... p. 2

Friday Noon 

Study Group .......

......................p. 3

Upcoming Events

............... pp. 4-5

Car Donations

..................... p. 8

Gift Shop

.................... p.15

Donations .............

............pp. 17-18

August

Calendar ..... p.20

The Jewish people know tragedy all too well. It
is a hallmark of our ancient past, it is a hallmark
of our recent past, and for some it is a hallmark
of our contemporary reality. For better or worse,
it has shaped our culture, and our traumas impact
how we relate to the world. Right now, our coun-
try is reeling from gun violence, racism, political
division, and uncertainty. Our Sages of Blessed
Memory understood the need to provide a
container for trauma and tragedy; they under-
stood that even as such traumas impact our very
genetics, they need not dominate our reality every
moment of every day. And so, as an acknowledg-
ment of the importance of mourning they crafted
the ritual observance of Tisha b’Av. Originally a
response to the destruction of the first and second
Temples in Jerusalem, which heralded genera-
tions of exile, the 9th of Av has become the
national day of recognition of tragedy and trauma
in Jewish history.

But Tisha b’Av is not merely a recollection of a
painful past. It is an implicit acknowledgement
of the relationship between our external experi-
ences and internal behaviors, and likewise the re-
lationship between our internal experiences and
our external behaviors. As the Sages taught –
senseless hatred, sinat hinam, was the cause of
the destruction of the Second Temple. What is the
deeper message offered by this teaching? It is that
the manner in which human beings interact with
and relate to one another has a direct impact on
the state of our families, our communities, our

nation, and the world as a whole.

Now is a time in which our society is in great
need of grieving, mourning and healing. Tisha
b’Av presents an opportune time for the Jewish
community to do just that.

I invite you to join us Saturday night after Shab-
bat, August 13, at 9:00 pm (more information
inside) where we will recite Megillat Eikhah –
the Book of Lamentations – in its haunting trope,
in both Hebrew and English. Following the
recitation of Eikhah I invite us to hold a real,
open, honest, heartfelt, and painful conversation
about the state of our city, our nation, the world
and how our own actions and behaviors both
contribute to and have the potential to alleviate
the tragedies in our midst.

The Jewish People Know Tragedy 
All To Well       

By: Rabbi Justin Goldstein 

Tisha B’av

August 13th

https://www.facebook.com/bethisraelnc/

https://www.facebook.com/bethisraelnc/


A monthly tour through the Siddur:

the meaning, significance, customs, laws, 

history and choreography of prayer

Psalm 136, hodu la’hashem ki tov – known as the Great Hallel, Psalm 136 features every major theme of pesukei d’zimra

– Creation, Exodus and the World that is Coming. The Psalm appears to have been composed as a call and response, with

each verse concluding ki l’olam ḥasdo, God’s lovingkindness is eternal. Following the initial three verses which establish

God’s supremacy as God of Gods and Lord of Lords, the Psalm reflects on the act of Creation in six verses – a clear allusion

to the six days of Creation. The ensuing verses cover the Exodus from Egypt and the entering of the Land of Israel. The

Psalm concludes with a perspective of God as being ever-present for the Jewish people providing sustenance and heavenly

support. The Psalm consists of 26 verses, the same number as the numerical equivalent of God’s four-letter name, YHVH;

the same number of generations between Adam and Moses; and the same number of verses in the Hebrew Bible which

contain every letter of the aleph-bet.

Next month …. Psalm 103HA’SHOFAR PAGE 2

It’s That Time of Year Again

The pod will be available to receive your donations of gently used items.

Sundays August 21 & 28 and September 4 &11 – 9:30 am to noon

Thursdays August 25 and September 1, 8, & 15 – 9:30 am to noon

The Rummage Sale will be held on Sunday and Monday September 25 and 26

Look through your cupboards, closets, and garages for items that you can donate to our Annual Rummage Sale.

• Books • Toys • Sporting Goods • Furniture • Small Household Appliances

• Men’s Clothing • Accessories • Boutique Items • Ladies’ Clothing • Children’s Clothing

• Dishes • DVD’s • No electronics please (no computers, printers, routers, phones, TVs)



CBI’s Friday Noon Study Group Will Be Discussing 

 

 

 

The Evolution of God is a 2009 book by Robert Wright that explores the 

history of the concept of God in the three Abrahamic religions through a 

variety of means, including archeology, history, theology, and evolutionary 

psychology. The patterns which link Judaism, Christianity, and Islam and the 

ways in which they have changed their concepts over time are explored as 

one of the central themes.  One of the conclusions of the book that Wright 

tries to make is a reconciliation between science and religion. The future of 

the concept of "God" is also prognosticated by Wright, who is a contributing 

editor of The New Republic, a Slate.com columnist, and a visiting scholar at 

the University of Pennsylvania. 

Our informal discussion group will begin exploring this text starting on Friday, 

August 5.  We meet every Friday from 12-1 in the CBI Social Hall.  All are 

welcome to attend our sessions which are free and open to the public.  

Expertise, prior Jewish education, or participation in previous Friday Noon 

discussions is NOT a requirement for attending.  Copies of Wright’s text can be 

ordered online at a variety of outlets on the Internet.  We hope you can join 

us.  For more information, contact jbjacoby@uncc.edu.     
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Upcoming CBI Events

Ongoing CBI Events

Meet the Midrash

Out of the texts of the Torah, the Rabbis created teachings bringing deeper meanings to the wisdom of the Jewish

people known as Midrash. Each week we will explore some of these teachings based on the weekly Torah portion.

We will gain not only an understanding of what the Rabbis were teaching, but how and why they were able to offer

these teachings. While there are many compilations of Midrash from different periods in Jewish history, we will

focus our studies on Midrash Rabbah. Wednesdays 12:00 noon - 1:00 pm

Hazak

Hazak is a group of empty nesters who meet monthly for good food and conversation at local restaurants. The group

usually meets the first Wednesday of each month at 5:30 pm, barring holiday conflicts. Anyone who is interested can

be added to the email list. Contact Sue Lerner. 

Hasidishe Kiddush
led by Rabbi Goldstein

Fill your heart and soul with Torah (and schnapps...) and join together to learn Hasidic thought and wisdom on parashat

ha'shavu’a. Last Shabbat of each month at 12:30 pm.

Living Torah with Rabbi Justin Goldstein

Timeless teachings for walking in the world. Start your day off with inspired learning and meaningful conversations.

Relevant and insightful lessons from the wellspring of Jewish wisdom. All are welcome, no experience necessary.

Thursdays 8:30 am at 75 N. Market Street, Asheville

Dinner at Vinnie’s Italian Restaurant

Wednesday, September 7, 2016

Dinner at Vinnie's Neighborhood Italian Restaurant 

641 Merrimon Avenue

Eric Scheffer, owner of Vinnie's Neighborhood Italian Restaurant, will donate 15%

of all food sales on Wednesday September 7 to Congregation Beth IsraeI.  You and

all of your friends are encouraged to dine together anytime from 5:00 pm to 10:00

pm. Come have a delicious dinner at Vinnie's. 

To make a reservation (828) 253-1077 

Will r
esume after Labor Day.



Upcoming CBI Events

Mahj Mania Returns This Summer

This event is a joint fundraiser of

CBHT Sisterhood and Congregation Beth Israel

Sunday, August 7th, 9:00 am to 3:30 pm

Dave Family Social Hall at CBHT

Many fine women from both congregations are working to make it a special day for our annual tournament. The day will

include prizes for the highest scorers, raffles, lunch, snacks and a fabulous opportunity to spend the day playing mah

jongg.

If you are not already in the Mahj Mania database, contact Carol Gillen at: (828) 253-2282 or by email at

carol@gillen.com to receive this year’s information. Carol will need your name, address, telephone number, and email

address to add you to the list. Notices and updates will be sent out periodically over the next three months, and registration

flyers will be sent out starting later this month. If you have questions, please contact Rochelle Neuringer, Marlene Jacoby,

or Caren Kessler.

Tisha B'Av 5776

Saturday, August 13, 2016    9:00 pm
In this time of national tragedy and in this time of grief and mourning in our own city, we will solemnly gather for a

bi-lingual chanting of Megillat Eikhah (the Book of Lamentations) and an open, honest, heartfelt conversation about

race, racism, violence, grief and healing.

mailto:carol@gillen.com


Chesed Committee Update
By: Caren Kessler

Twice a year, the Chesed Committee wants to update its lists

of who have volunteered for which activities. Some people

filled out new forms at the June annual meeting; however,

many people may need to revise their previous lists or may

need to submit new lists.

Over the past year, the Chesed Committee has helped a num-

ber of people in a number of ways: preparation of a meal,

transportation to a CBI event or to an appointment, calling to

check on someone, running errands, visiting with someone

who is homebound or ill, hosting someone for a holiday meal,

being part of a minyan, and delivering meals. Everyone has

been appreciative of anything we could do.

You can volunteer for as many or as few of these activities

as you would like. When someone contacts CBI with a re-

quest, we send out that request only to the people who have

volunteered for that kind of assistance. So it’s important for

us to keep our lists accurate.

If you have received emails with a request and you are no

longer able to help, please let us know so we can remove your

name from that particular list. Likewise, if you would like to

help out in any way, please let us know so we can add your

name to the appropriate lists. 

Please send any information for these lists to Lee in the CBI

office. Be sure to include a specific list of what you are vol-

unteering for and your email. Thanks so much.

Keeping In Touch with a Past Member –
Phyllis Blum

I could write so many things about all the blessings my fam-

ily and I share since we moved away. My children were so

enriched to be a part of our Beth Israel family and our three

sons all became Bar Mitzvah under its roof where my late

husband, Julius, was honored to serve as President. We have

never forgotten our wonderful years there. We feel a desire

and responsibility to support the current Capital Campaign

so that other young families can have the same privileges we

received. Wishing all the members, those we know and those

who have come after us, the best as they embrace Beth Israel

in their lives.

~ Phyllis



1. Hi Ben, tell us a bit about yourself …

I’m Ben, 22, from Washington DC! I graduated in May

2015 from George Mason University with a degree in

Computer Science. I was working for 2 years as a Soft-

ware Developer for a government contractor in the DC

area before coming to Israel.

2. What is the coolest thing you got to do while you were

here?

Definitely hiking Yam el Yam ( a 3-day trek in Israel,

spanning from the Mediterranean Sea to the Sea of

Galilee). The views were AMAZING. Oh also skiing on

Mt. Hermon. I was very surprised and impressed.

3. What are the top three buzz words that participants must

learn when they join the ITC?

Neural Networks, Redos, Cyber.

4. What is your favorite Tel Aviv spot?

The Beach or Gan Meir.

5. What do you think about the night scene in TLV

There’s as much nightlife as you want. It never stops.

6. What’s the best thing about the company that you work

for?

My coworkers are authentic Israelis and are superstars

who teach me so much.

7. What was the most surprising thing you learned about

yourself through this experience?

That I can really make it on my own in a new place, really

far away from home.

8. What is the most intriguing technology or startup that you

discovered here?

Tapingo was the most intriguing startup to me because I

had no idea they were Israeli and I used them in the

States.

9. Who is the most interesting tech figure you met here?

I met one of the core developers of meteor.js and main-

tainer of angular-meteor (I geeked out)!

10. Did you discover any new hidden talent or hobby while

you were here?

Much better at killing bugs…

11. Why did you choose to go on the Fellows program?

I wanted an authentic tech experience and education.

Similar to Silicon Valley but with more authentic people

and a better atmosphere.

12. Your Hebrew word of the day?

Meah Achuz, translates to “100 percent” or “A-OK”.
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Samuel Goldstein Studies in Israel this Summer
Senior Samuel Gold-

stein won the prestigious

Dr. Bessie F. Lawrence

International Summer

Science Institute summer

research program scholar-

ship. He will participate

in a research summer pro-

gram at the Weizmann In-

stitute, one of the world's

top-ranking multidiscipli-

nary research institutions,

located in Rehovot, Israel.

Goldstein is one of 19

Americans who will join 60 others from around the world for

this experience (winners of the Intel Science Talent Search,

as well as other international high school science award win-

ners will be among them).

During the first three weeks of the month-long program, the

students will be conducting research in the campus labs. The

work combines the exploration of problems in the fields of

biology, chemistry, physics, and mathematical and computer

science, and instruction in the use of sophisticated lab equip-

ment such as electron microscopes, advanced computers, a

high-energy particle accelerator, and lasers. During the last

week, the group moves to an altogether different scientific

focus: a field school in the Judean Desert and the Negev. Ex-

pert guides from the Sde-Boker field school lead hikes that

acquaint the students with the unique ecological, geographi-

cal, geological, zoological, and archaeological characteristics

of the area.

An Interview with Ben Waters, 
Tech Challenge Fellow 2015

Ben is the son of our members – Curtis and Dani Waters

Samuel is the son of our members –

Jonas and Meryl Goldstein
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CARS™ has been in the vehicle donation business for over 12 years and is dedicated to helping non-profit organizations

raise funds through successful car donation programs. They work with over 3,400 non-profits nationwide and have helped

generate thousands of dollars in vehicle donations. The organization is owned Jewish Family Services.

For More Information:

Here is a link to CBI’s Vehicle Donation Page http://www.cardonatingiseasy.org/donate/?CharityID=4441

or call (855) 500-7433

CBI Has Joined the CARS™ Program –
Any Easy Way to Donate Your Vehicle 
As a Tax Deductible Contribution

http://www.cardonatingiseasy.org/donate/?CharityID=4441


CBI SISTERS 

invite you to 
 

A Narrative Boat Ride on Lake Lure 
 

followed by 

Lunch at La Strata Restaurant 
Date:  Thursday, August 11th (rain date August 18th) 
Cost:  $15/adult, $13/seniors (for the boat ride - lunch is on you) 
 
We’ll meet at CBI at 9:30am or at the Lake Lure Visitor Center at 10:15am where you 
will purchase your boat ride ticket.  Arrive home between 3:00 & 4:00 PM. 
We need to make a reservation for the boat ride, so please RSVP to Wendy ASAP.  
Spouses are welcome to attend. 
 
RSVP:  Wendy Feinberg only at pathseeker@me.com by August 4th. 
Let Wendy know if you can carpool or if you’ll meet the group at the Visitors Center. 
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Donating Leftover Shabbat Kiddush Food
By: Marlene Jacoby, Chair Social Action Committee

Recently at the July Social Action Committee meeting, the

topic of food needs in the community was discussed. We

expect to reinstitute two food initiatives that have fallen off

CBI’s radar over the past few years. We plan to run the Yom

Kippur food drive with nonperishable food going to Manna

Foodbank. At Thanksgiving we will again collect

funds/coupons to buy turkeys for the Western Carolina

Rescue Mission where our members serve dinner the third

Tuesday of each month. (Sign up in the lobby if you would

like to serve.)  Both of these ventures are reasonably painless,

and we expect our congregants will wholeheartedly support

them. 

In addition when Bruce Brown (or anyone else) caters a

Kiddush luncheon, he normally cooks for 60-70. Sometimes

we have that many for lunch and sometimes we have a

smaller crowd – resulting in leftovers. The Kiddush hosts are

welcome to take home any leftovers they want. Over the past

year, Bruce has taken additional leftovers to the Western

Carolina Rescue Mission and The Open Door in Waynesville.

However, lately there have been many requests, both from

members and non-members, at Kiddush lunch to take home

leftovers with the expectation that CBI will provide take-out

containers for that purpose. Initially Bruce went along with

those requests but quickly found out that it complicated clean

up, not to mention the added, unbudgeted cost to CBI.

The Committee decided to formalize how we deal with

leftover food from the Shabbat Kiddush because that food is

one of the aspects of the broader Social Action Initiative to

provide food for those in need.

The Committee approved that Bruce, and hopefully other

caterers, take Shabbat Kiddush leftovers to the Western

Carolina Rescue Mission and The Open Door. These

organizations rely on food donations to feed the many people

who come for meals, and they are happy to accept whatever

Bruce brings even if the amount of food is small. It is a

mitzvah that we support their work. Please respect this policy

so that we do not put an undue burden on the caterer or the

CBI budget, and so that we can continue to support

community food resources.

For Information about Burial Plots

at Lou Pollock Memorial Park

Contact:

Josh Tager   cemetery@bethisraelnc.org

or Fred Lashley 

Current rates: $750 CBI members; 

$1,000 non-members

Rates will be increasing January 2017.

Commemoration of 100th Anniversary 
of Lou Pollock Cemetery and Kever Avot

Sunday October 9, 2016

at Lou Pollock Cemetery, Louisiana Avenue

mailto:cemetery@bethisraelnc.org
http://www.opendoor-waynesville.org
http://www.westerncarolinarescue.org
http://www.westerncarolinarescue.org


Adina Weizman’s Bat Mitzvah in Israel



Shalom Ya’ll!
It’s Liam here and I wanted to let you know about an amazing 
opportunity that I’m going to take part in. Some people already 
know about it, others heard about it in the d’var I gave in July and 
the rest will know it now. :)

�is coming December I’ll be heading o� to Israel for 9 months. 
My time will be divided up into two parts. �e �rst part will be an 
immersive & intense learning time in the Pardes Yeshiva where I 
will be learning from the core text of Judaism. I will be jumping in 
feet �rst into the sea of Torah learning at Pardes in Jerusalem. �is 
is going to be full of challenges and learning curves but I’m wholly 
looking forward to it!  

Pardes is an open, co-ed and non-denominational Jewish learning 
community, based in Jerusalem.

Students encounter and grapple with classic texts and traditions of 
Judaism, while exploring their relevance to today’s most pressing issues.

Pardes empowers students with the knowledge and tools to take ownership of their Jewish experience.

I hope to learn much, grow, and become a better version of myself. I’m looking forward to the study, the 
challenge, and the experience. �is time of education will also include tiyyulim (trips), volunteering, and 
cultural experiences. 

A�er 4 1/2 months of this concentrated Torah learning I’ll be headed for a summer internship somewhere 
in the food world of Jerusalem - I’m hoping to land in a bakery at this point. I will be investing my time in 
learning from every moment of my experiences in Israel. �ere is going to be a lot �rsts’ and it is going to 
be SO worth it!

Right now I’m in the middle of trying to nail down my Ulpan (Hebrew language school) and apartment, 
once I have those �rmed up I’ll buy my airplane ticket. �ank you to all of you in the Shul that are 
helping me with those searches!! If you would like to help fund my learning experience the Shul has set up 
an account so that you can receive a tax deduction for your donation. If you want to give in this way please 
identify the donation for “Liam Pohlman Israel Trip” that way it ends up in the right account. Another way 
to help me would be to share your Frequent Flyer miles with me; if you happen to have some built up that 
you are not planning on using or if they are extra I’d be more than happy to put them to use :) . 

If you have any questions about my upcoming trip feel free to ask me to share lunch with you a�er services 
some week. Or shoot me an email at liamaviela@gmail.com �ank you for taking the time to read my 
announcement about my plans, I hope to �nd a way to keep everyone updated! 
All the best, 

If you would like to know more about Pardes you can check out their website: www.pardes.org.il
 Liam Pohlman
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Boray Perie Hagafen
By: Ira Naiman

Forget about it, Value Man, bellowed Mr. Pom Puss Bigbux.

You are tilting at windmills, like that Don, whatever his name

is. Cheap wine is cheap wine! You have to spend big bucks if

you want the good stuff. Mr. Bigbux is a member of that

notorious group that insists the price tag on a bottle of wine

must look like a telephone number.

You’re wrong, Bigbux, there is no need to liquidate (no pun

intended; well, maybe a little) your retirement account for a

bottle of wine. There are plenty of good choices at your local

grocery store.

A voice came from behind me. You tell him, Value Man. I

turned around, only to see a man wearing a funny metal hat,

carrying something that looked like a long spear, and riding

a donkey. This being Asheville, I wouldn’t have ordinarily

paid much attention (we’ve all been downtown), but he was

so insistent.

I asked, Who are you? He said, I’m Don Quixote, the man

from La Mancha. I know that you are the Value Man from  La

CBI. I heard that crack about windmills, a sensitive area for

me, and I thought you might need some help. I replied, Yes, I

do. You and I will be magically transported to your home

country of Spain where we will compare two very nice Rioja

wines. 

Don Quixote inquired, Rioja, it sounds familiar, but I can’t

place it. Any windmills there? I replied, I’m not sure if there

are windmills there, but it is a very well known wine

producing area in Spain.

The Rioja district is in northern Spain. It has over 152,000

acres of vineyards and 600 wineries. As with most European

wines, the name of the region is used instead of the name of

the grape. Sometimes the name of the grape(s) used will be

mentioned on the back label of the bottle, but most of the time

not.

Don was incensed, This is unfair to the grape’s honor. I’ll get

you a long spear and a donkey and we will both show those

Rioja people a thing of two. Don, I said in a reassuring voice,

that won’t be necessary, it’s their Tradition. You know

Tradition. Don stared at me, Value Man, hopefully you’re not

going to start singing from “Fiddler on the Roof”, are you?

No Don, but I will tell you about the grapes, so when you see

the name Rioja, you’ll know what to expect.

The red wine (also called tinto) made in the Rioja district is

from the tempranillo, garnacha, graciano and/or mazuelo

grapes. Some Riojas are almost exclusively tempranillo, but

most are mixtures. There is also white wine (called blanco),

and the grapes used are viura (also called macabeo), malvasia

and granacha blanca.

El Coto Crianza is made almost totally from the tempranillo

grape. It spends one year in a barrel and at least 8 months in

a bottle. It is ruby red, a light berry flavor, as well as an earthy

flavor, with a little oak. It is subtle, it doesn’t shout at you. A

great food wine for under $10, when on sale at Ingles.

Another great Rioja choice is Campo Viejo Reserva. This is

made from tempranillo, graciano and mazuelo grapes. It

spends 18 months in oak, then 18 more months in a bottle. It

is ruby red, more pronounced berries, cherries and plum. The

oak gives cloves, pepper and vanilla. This extra pampering

costs more, and it was almost $13 on a great sale.

Well, Don, what do you think about Rioja now? I asked.

Don’s eyes narrowed and he whispered, I think we should put

down the spears, saddle the donkeys, and get a few bottles. I

smiled, Don, it sounds like a plan to me.

Until next time.



Chesed: CBI’s Support Network
The Chesed Group is a caring team of congregants who are here for you. Coordinating the energy and abilities of the

entire CBI family, we help those in need. We are not professional caregivers but we are here to help however we can.

Here are some of the activities we can help with:

• Visiting those who are sick • Assembling a minyan for shiva

• Helping set up for a bar mitzvah party • Preparing meals when needed

• Providing transportation • Shopping for the homebound

• Helping those in need find the right resources • And many more services

But we can’t help unless we know who needs and wants support. So we need you to tell us. If we can help you with

something or if you are aware of someone who could use some help, please don’t hesitate to call Lee in the CBI office.

She will contact the appropriate member of the Chesed Group. All requests for confidentiality will be completely

honored.

Also, if you have not yet signed up for the Chesed Volunteer Pool, please let us know what you would be willing to do.

Again, contact Lee and let her know you would like to help. She’ll pass your name to the appropriate committee

member.

Finally, consider making a donation to the work of the Chesed committee. It will help us help you.

Mazel Tov !
To Alison and Frank Gilreath on the marriage of Frank’s son Evan to Monica Jenkerson.

To Avery Matthews on becoming Bar Mitzvah

To Adina Weizman on becoming Bat Mitzvah in Israel

To Michael & Michele Heller on the marriage of their son Russell Heller to Stephanie Ammons on

May 14, 2016
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To Shirley Kayne, Caren Kessler, Caroline Manheimer, Devorah Reed, Rochelle Reich, Carol 

Samsky, Gail Shulimson, Marlene Jacoby, Janice Brock, & Jan Zollars for staffing the Gift 

Shop

To  Rabbi Goldstein, Jay Jacoby, Ira Naiman and Marlene Jacoby for their articles to Ha’Shofar

this month 

Many Thanks!

Welcome
To our new members, Patti and Steve Frankel

To our new member, Julie Sherman

To our new members, Brett and Cassandra Millsaps

To our new members, Hannah and Paul Kirschenfeld

To our new members, Eileen and Bob Elkin
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Visit our Gift Shop  

Regular Gift Shop Hours

Fridays from 11:45 am to 2:45 pm

Sundays from 9:30 am to 12:30 pm

ADDITIONAL HOuRS ARE ALSO

AVAILABLE BY APPOINTMENT. 

QuESTIONS? CONTACT CAROL SAMSkY 676-0765 

giftshop@bethisraelnc.org

We are preparing early for the New Year in the Gift Shop, so that you can

• make sure your year starts off sweet with a marvelous honey dish. 

• make this the year that you personally sound the shofar. 

• bring your host or hostess the perfect gift when you go to an Erev Rosh 

HaShanah dinner or a Break-the Fast. 

• send family and friends beautiful, original New Year's Greetings.

There are so many wonderful, unique items in the shop. Please come in, explore,

and make your New Year all the more sweet. We are eager to personalize your

experience and can open the gift shop upon request and we do special orders.

mailto:giftshop@bethisraelnc.org
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September Ha’Shofar Deadline –

August 10th
I welcome your newsletter contributions, but 

please, please respect the deadline of the 

10th of the month.

~ Bruce

On hiatus. 

Will a
nnounce resume date 

as so
on as it

 is a
vailable.

Ingles cards are a no-cost fundraiser for Beth Israel.

Each month CBI members and friends buy $14,000

worth of Ingles gift cards to help raise $700 for  Beth

Israel – over $8,000 annually. Ingles gift cards can be

used at any Ingles store for groceries, pharmacy items

and gasoline. Sign up now to receive your Ingles cards

automatically each month. The office also keeps an

inventory of Ingles cards for immediate purchase.

Contact the CBI office to get more information and/or

to participate at 252-8660 or admin@bethisraelnc.org. 

mailto:admin@bethisraelnc.org
http://www.ingles-markets.com


Support Your Shul and Its Congregants!

Active Donor Directed Funds
For those members of

CBI who would like to

direct their financial

support toward a spe-

cific area within CBI,

these are the active

donor directed funds.

You are encouraged to

support the General

Fund with your dona-

tions, allowing the Board of Directors the

discretion to direct this support toward

areas of the most need. 

** These funds are very active and in the

most need of regular contributions.

� ** Spiritual Life Fund – Support of

spiritual life programs and needs

� **Social Action Fund – Funds CBI’s

social action projects

� ** Chesed/Tzedakah Fund –

Supports the Bereavement Committee

and other Chesed related activities

� ** Ted Liebowitz Children’s Fund –

Provides scholarships for Bet Sefer

students and supports Bet Sefer

expenses

� ** Toby Cohen Minyan katan and

Junior Congregation Fund

� ** Family Education Fund –

Supports family education program-

ming

� Shorashim Teen Program Fund –

Supports CBI teen programs

� **Adult Ed Fund

� Website/Computer/Tech Fund

� Cemetery Committee Fund –

Supports maintenance of CBI’s

Lou Pollock Cemetery

� Chevra kadisha Fund – Supports

efforts toward preparing the body of

the departed for Jewish burial.

� **Rabbi Discretionary Fund –

Supports needs or causes the Rabbi

chooses to support

General Fund

Gerard & Thelma Uhler: in

memory of Neil Bechinsky

Lee Avishai: in memory of Neil

Bechinsky

Norm & Carrie Winkelman: in

memory of Neil Bechinsky

Lee Avishai: in honor of Isabel

Gholson becoming Bat Mitzvah

Carol Cohen: in memory of Neil

Bechinsky

Steve Hartz: in honor of Josefa

Briant

Carol Cohen: in honor of Abigail

Rose Goldstein becoming Bat

Mitzvah

Harvey & Ada Richards

Lee Avishai: in honor of Abigail

Rose Goldstein becoming Bat

Mitzvah

Norm & Carrie Winkelman: in

honor of Abigail Rose Goldstein

becoming Bat Mitzvah

Lee Avishai: in honor of Avery

Matthews becoming Bar Mitzvah

Eva Blinder: in memory of her

mother, Charlotte Blinder

Iva M. Edwards and Charles

Edwards

Debra Wooten and Linda Horton:

in honor of Jay & Marlene

Jacoby’s granddaughter Abby

Persell becoming Bat Mitzvah

Allison Marks: mazel tov on Rabbi

Goldstein’s honor in the Forward

Barb Hall & Lee Berkwits: in honor

of Steve & Carolyn Kayne’s

wedding anniversary

Lee Avishai: in honor of Josefa

Briant’s birthday

Barb Hall & Lee Berkwits: in honor

of Cookie Mager-Jaffee’s &

Marvin Jaffee’s wedding

anniversary

Gerard & Thelma Uhler: honoring

the birthday of Barrett L. Uhler

Jay & Marlene Jacoby: in honor of

Avery Matthews becoming Bar

Mitzvah

Gerard & Thelma Uhler: honoring

the birthday of Michael A. Uhler

Jay & Marlene Jacoby: in honor of

Abigail Rose Goldstein becoming

Bat Mitzvah

Gerard & Thelma Uhler: honoring

the 2nd anniversary of Carling R.

Uhler with Dr. Stephen Smith

Michael & Michele Heller: in

honor of the marriage of their son

Russell Heller to Stephanie

Ammons

Sura Wolff Wengrow and Arnold

Wengrow: in memory of Sura’s

mother, Rachel Pearlstine Wolff

Meryl & Jonas Goldstein: in honor

of Arlene Schandler’s birthday

Gerard & Thelma Uhler: honoring

the anniversary of Major (USAF)

Jonathan & Lucy Uhler

Lee Avishai: in honor of Rabbi &

Danielle Goldstein’s anniversary

Gerard & Thelma Uhler: honoring

the birthday of our granddaughter,

Carling Uhler-Smith

Ted Liebowitz Children’s Fund

Gerard & Thelma Uhler

Barbara & Steve Miller: in memory

of Steve’s father, Mel Miller

Barbara & Steve Miller: in memory

of Steve’s grandparents, Harold &

Irene Abrams

Barbara & Steve Miller: in memory

of Barbara’s grandmother, Mary

Liebowitz

May to July



Yahrtzeit Fund

Abe Freedman: in memory of his

wife, Roslyn Freedman

Beth & Neal Appel: in memory of

Pearl Appel and Oscar Kendler

Lois Bernard: in memory of her

grandfather, Jacob Dipsiner

Henrietta Cuttler: in memory of her

mother, Nellie Lepsky

Roberta Wall & family: in memory

of their father, grandfather, and

great-grandfather, Sidney Simcha

Wall

John & Jimi Moore: in memory of

Jimi’s mother, Marge Bornstein

John & Jimi Moore: in memory of

Jimi’s brother, Andrew Bornstein

Barbara Turner: in memory of her

father-in-law, Robert Fried

Norma Schulman: in memory of

her husband, Herbert Schulman

Abe Freedman: in memory of his

sister, Shirley Tacktill

Rich & Barbara Laibson: in

memory of Barbara’s mother,

Adele Levy

Barbara Turner: in memory of her

aunt-in-law, Gertrude Krubiner

Murray & Arlene Selman:  in mem-

ory of their aunt, Mildred Javer

Jeffrey & Carolyn Goldstein: in

memory of Carolyn’s father,

Richard Curtis

William & Barbara Lewin: in

memory of William’s mother, Ray

R. Lewin

Adult Education Fund

Lee Avishai: in honor of Jay &

Marlene Jacoby’s granddaughter

Abby Persell becoming Bat

Mitzvah

Ursula Finkel

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund

Sue & Jeremy Lerner: in memory

of Neil Bechinsky

Jo Ella Bennett:  in appreciation of

Rabbi Goldstein’s classes

Sue & Jeremy Lerner: in memory

of Nancy Forester

May to July (continued)

Have You Tried Out Our 

Web Check Payment System?
CBI’s Web Check Payment system is being used by quite a few congregants. Try it out, if you haven’t already.  It’s an

easy-to-use, NO FEE way to make any of your payments to CBI – Dues, Bet Sefer, Food Cards (Ingles and Scrips),

or Donations. This is a direct debit from your checking account. You just need your routing number and account number.

There is also a place for a memo entry so that you can indicate the purpose of your donation (in memory of, a particular

fund, etc.). Please make sure to fill in the memo box so that we can allocate your payment correctly.

We have contracted with a third party web check provider for this service. They have all of the necessary security issues

in place to handle sensitive account information data. Beth Israel Web Check Payments Online

Click on the donate button at the left to pay your dues,

make a contribution, pay your Annual Appeal Pledge or

pay for your Ingles cards. This simple Web Check system

is a direct debit to your checking account and allows you

to send a message to the CBI office along with your pay-

ment. No need to write checks or make special trips to the

office. 

Making Donations to CBI Is Easier Than Ever

https://www.ttechpayments.net/WebCheckPortal/?MerchantIDStr=22160
http://www.bethisraelnc.org/index.php?submenu=SupportingBethIsrael&src=gendocs&ref=WebCheckPayments&category=SupportingtheCommunity


Mazel Tov !
August Birthdays
06 Eric Scheffer    

08  Rabbi Justin 

Goldstein

10  Caleb Pohlman

11  Ben Kaufman   

Jonathan Freedberg     

12 Joshua Pohlman

14  Shirley Sandler

20  Abe Goldstein

Jason Diamond

21  Meryl Goldstein

22 JaneAnne Tager

23  Robert Feirstein

25  Sebastian Matthews

26   Frank Goldsmith

27 Tony Hauser

Stacey Frady

Willie Howard

28  Susan Lerner    

Josefa Briant

06 Jodi Travis, Eva Blinder, Beth Israel

13     Bob & Carol Deutsch

20       Bob & Leslie Goldstein, Jeremy & Heather Goldstein

27      Bob & Denise Pohlman, Josefa Briant, Yonah & Chris Ray

August Kiddush Hosts

August Anniversaries
02 Justin & Danielle Goldstein

05   Rick & Laurie Chess

06   Sheldon & Rochelle Neuringer

12  Leslie & Bob Goldstein

15  Michael & Michele Heller

Steve & Shirley Kayne

17  Gerard & Thelma Uhler

Brad & Shelley Fisher

21  Josh Gettinger & Barbara Levin

22  Jonas & Meryl Goldstein

Alvin & Henrietta Cuttler

24 Adrian & Shirley Sandler

30   Joseph & Rendi Mann-Stadt

31   Steve & Barbara Miller

Have You Tried Our Dip Jar?
As you know, most of our programs are FREE and open to all. The Dip Jar resides on the piano in

the Social Hall alongside a donation jug. It is an easy way to make a $5 contribution to Beth Israel

by inserting your credit or debit card. Or feel free to leave a check or cash in the donation jug.

If you have enjoyed a program at CBI, please make a donation the next time you are in the building

(except on Shabbat).

Upcoming CBI Event
Muslim-Jewish Relations in Medieval Spain

Sunday, August 21, 2016    4:00 pm

Imam Mohamed Taha was born and raised in Cairo, Egypt and has served mosques in Michigan, Connecticut and North

Carolina. He holds degrees in Jewish Thought and Hebrew Language from Cairo University and is seeking to translate

selections of the Mishnah commentary of Maimonides from its original Judeo-Arabic to modern Arabic. Imam Taha,

who desires to bring the global Jewish and Muslim communities back together, will soon be leaving Asheville, so do not

miss this incredible opportunity to learn from an exceptional scholar.



1 2 3

11:00 am

Yiddish Class

12:00 pm Meet

the Midrash

4

No  Living

Torah   

5

12:00 pm

Noon Study Group

6:00 pm Friday

night service

8:12 pm  Candles  

6

9:30 am Shabbat

morning services 

9:10 pm Havdalah

7
9:00 am Mahj

Mania at CBHT 

No Bet Midrash

2:00 pm Jewish

Meditation

8 9 10
Ha Shofar

Deadline

11:00 am

Yiddish Class

12:00 pm Meet

the Midrash

11

No  Living

Torah 

7:00 pm Board

Meeting

12

12:00 pm

Noon Study Group

8:04 pm  Candles  

13

9:30 am Shabbat

morning services

9:00 pm Tisha

B’Av Program

9:02 pm Havdalah

14
No Bet Midrash 

15 16 17

11:00 am

Yiddish Class

12:00 pm Meet

the Midrash

18

No  Living

Torah   

19

12:00 pm

Noon Study Group

6:00 pm Friday

night service

7:56 pm  Candles

20

9:30 am Shabbat

morning services  

8:53 pm Havdalah

21
No Bet Midrash

4:00 pm

Muslim Jewish

Relations in

Medieval Spain

Program

22 23 24

11:00 am

Yiddish Class

12:00 pm Meet

the Midrash

25

No  Living

Torah   

26

12:00 pm

Noon Study Group

7:47 pm  Candles

27

9:30 am 

Shabbat morning

services 

12:30 pm

Hasidishe Kiddush

8:43 pm 

Havdalah

28

No Bet Midrash

29 30 31

12:00 pm Meet

the Midrash

HA’SHOFAR PAGE 20

August 2016
SUN FRI SATTHUWEDTUEMON

Limited CBI Office Hours. Lee is on Vacation. You may want to call first.

Limited CBI

Office Hours. 
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Announced during services on July 30

01 (26 Tammuz) Rochelle Neuringer for her sister, Sara Wayborn

01 (26 Tammuz) Barbara Lehrer for her father, Henry Donner

02 (27 Tammuz) Robert Feirstein for his cousin, Gussie Book

02 (27 Tammuz) Charles Gans for his parents, Lillian & Sydney Gans

03 (28 Tammuz) Bob Deutsch for his grandfather, Morris Rosenberg

04 (29 Tammuz) Alison B. Gilreath for her aunt, Yolan Lipscher

05 (01 Av) Daliah Gans for her brother, Joseph Lewinbook

August 5 & 6

07 (03 Av) Alison & Frank Gilreath for their granddaughter, Austen Gilreath

11 (07 Av) Melanie Miller for her grandfather, Benjamin Kirschner

11 (07 Av) Mirja Holmboe for her father, Bo Ohlstrom

11 (07 Av) Alan Baumgarten for his aunt, Magda Altberger Rosner

12 (08 Av) Bob Deutsch for his grandfather, Bernard Albert

12 (08 Av) Alice Green for her son, Jonathan Green

August 13

13 (09 Av) Shelley Fisher for her grandfather, Philip Glass

14 (10 Av) Carol Samsky for her father, Edward DeKoven

15 (11 Av) Anthony Hauser for his grandfather, Michael May

19 (15 Av) Thelma Uhler for her mother, Celia Sherman

19 (15 Av) Miriam Zaretsky for her father, Benjamin Aronson

19 (15 Av) Bradley Fisher for his mother, Evelyn Fisher

August 19 & 20

20 (16 Av) Ileana Grams-Moog for her husband, Robert Moog

21 (17 Av) Cathy Kayne for her grandmother, Eleanor A. Miller

21 (17 Av) Vivien Saron for her stepfather, Ernest Erling

21 (17 Av) Neal Appel for his brother, Steven Appel

23 (19 Av) Jimi Moore for her father, Julian Bornstein

August 27

27 (23 Av) Doris Abramson for her father, Samuel Uretsky

28 (24 Av) Lisa R. Harnash for her father, Michael Rothman

29 (25 Av) Shelley Fisher for her father, Leslie H. Epstein

31 (27 Av) Lois Bernard for her father, Abraham Bernard

31 (27 Av) Frank Gilreath for his father, Francis Holt

31 (27 Av) Melanie Miller for her mother, Eleanor Miller

May their memories 
be for a blessing.



Beth Israel Synagogue

Rabbi Justin Goldstein

Congregation Beth Israel

229 Murdock Avenue

Asheville, NC  28804

Office Phone (828) 252-8660

Rabbi’s Phone (828) 252-9024

Fax (828) 252-8431

email: admin@bethisraelnc.org

Synagogue Office Hours:

Monday to Friday 

10:00 am to 4:00 pm

For updated information 
visit our website at

www.bethisraelnc.org

AuGuST

Candle-lighting & Havdalah

Friday 8/5/2016 8:12 pm

Saturday 8/7/2016 9:10 pm

Friday 8/12/2016 8:04 pm

Saturday 8/13/2016 9:02 pm

Friday 8/19/2016 7:56 pm

Saturday 8/20/2016 8:53 pm

Friday 8/26/2016 7:47 pm

Saturday 8/27/2016 8:43 pm

Rabbi
Rabbi Justin Goldstein rabbi@bethisraelnc.org

Office Administrator
Lee Avishai admin@bethisraelnc.org

Executive Committee
Bruce Brown, VP Finance 

and Ha’Shofar Editor vpfinance@bethisraelnc.org

Della Simon, VP Education vpeducation@bethisraelnc.org

Norman Katzwer, Secretary boardsecretary@bethisraelnc.org

Bob Deutsch, Legal Counsel legal@bethisraelnc.org

Marc Penansky, Past Pres pastpresident@bethisraelnc.org

Board Committee Chairs/Members

Alan Silverman, Membership membership@bethisraelnc.org

Eva Blinder, Spiritual/Ritual ritual@bethisraelnc.org

Marlene Jacoby, Social Action socialaction1@bethisraelnc.org

Sebastian Matthews, Adult Educ. adulted1@bethisraelnc.org

Robert Kline, Adult Education adulted2@bethisraelnc.org

Members-at-Large:

Adam Kaufman mal1@bethisraelnc.org

Tamar Katzwer mal2@bethisraelnc.org

Roberta Wall mal3@bethisraelnc.org

Non-Board Committee Chairs
Meryl Goldstein, Chevra Kadisha chevrakadisha1@bethisraelnc.org

Wolff Alterman, Chevra Kadisha chevrakadisha2@bethisraelnc.org

Alan Escovitz, Habitat & Mission socialactionh4h@bethisraelnc.org

Bruce Brown, Kitchen vpfinance@bethisraelnc.org

Lauren Malinoff, Yahrtzeit yahrtzeit@bethisraelnc.org

Caren Kessler, Liaison liaison@bethisraelnc.org

Stephen Kayne, Dinner & a Movie dinnerandamovie@bethisraelnc.org

Jeremy Samsky, House/Grounds houseandgrounds1@bethisraelnc.org

Marc Penansky, House/Grounds houseandgrounds2@bethisraelnc.org

Josh Tager, Cemetery cemetery@bethisraelnc.org

Security:

Frank Goldsmith security1@bethisraelnc.org

Alan Escovitz security2@bethisraelnc.org

Marc Rudow security3@bethisraelnc.org

Our Madrichim Help You Create

Personal and Meaningful Programs at CBI
At its core, the CBI Madrichim initiative is designed to engage each and every

member on a personal level; empower each of us to create the Jewish expe-

riences that are meaningful for us; and, in doing so, enhance our potential

for authentic Jewish expression. Success is when we realize that we benefit

as much by supporting another’s personal journey as we do from the program

itself. What is your passion or interest: a class, a club, a social action program,

a fundraiser, a tikkun olam project, a social event? Think about it. Then con-

tact one of the folks below and let us help you make it happen!  

CBI Madrichim
Bruce Brown

Ali Climo

Sally Gooze

Caren Kessler

Alan Silverman

Mike Weizman

A Look Ahead !

Tisha B’Av .................................................................... August 13

Rummage Sale .......................................... September 25 and 26

Rosh Hashanah .................................................. October 3 and 4

Kol Nidre .................................................................... October 11

Yom Kippur ................................................................ October 12
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