
HaShofar     השופר 
Congregation Beth Israel 
Asheville, NC  28804 

August  2022 
Av-Elul 5782 

Message from Rabbi Mitch Levine  
A key lesson of Tisha B’Av may be derived from the chaos of religious ardor brought upon 
others who don’t believe, or believe differently. The destruction of the Temple in Jerusalem 
was a puzzle for our sages, who struggled to understand where the people had gone astray. 
Unlike the generations of the first Temple, who were prone to the ultimate biblical sin of 
idolatry, the second Temple witnessed a period of religious scrupulousness.  Why, then, did 
God allow its destruction? 
 

In one passage, the rabbis of the Talmud suggest that the destruction was a consequence 
of the insistence of the courts of the time to judge with overbearing strictness and refusal 
to compromise.  In another, they suggest the destruction was brought about by unwarrant-
ed hatred.  A prominent 19th century scholar, Naftali Zvi Yehudah 

Berlin, dean of the world’s largest yeshiva at the time, sought to reconcile these two explana-
tions. 
 

Rabbi Berlin pointed out that in addition to perpetrators of wanton violence and violence for 
personal gain, there is a phenomenon of those who flatter themselves that the violence they 
inflict stems from some noble cause.  They declare their hatred is actually love, for they nur-
ture it with righteous zeal.  In their own minds, their politics are pure. Their extreme judge-
ments aren’t intended to inflict harm, quite the opposite, they intend only to enforce adher-
ence to the highest demands of morality.  The suffering they bring about, while unfortunate, 
must ultimately be dismissed.  After all, their victims are either sinners or collateral damage.  It 
is this attitude, the rabbi suggests, which results in the destruction commemorated by Tisha 
b’Av. 
 

The destruction of the Temple in Jerusalem happened a very long time ago.  We remember it 
because it symbolizes what we stand to lose when our society and its leaders put human decency and commonsense 
compromise aside for the sake of purity and zealotry.  This lesson, sadly, continues to resonate today. 

 

Kiddush for Breakfast - 
‘The Jewish Rejection of Originalism’ 

Saturday, August 13, 9:30am 
 

Originalism, in the American context, refers to the claim 
that all statements in the constitution must be interpret-
ed based on the original understanding "at the time it 
was adopted.”  Our Talmudic sages regarded the Torah 
as the Jewish constitution.  As such, they confronted and 
rejected the Jewish equivalent of Originalism as being an 
inappropriate, and even unacceptable, approach to un-
derstanding and interpreting the Torah.  

 

Erev Tisha b’Av 
 

Saturday, August 6, 9:00pm 

 
We will begin with Havdalah followed by a drasha by 
Rabbi Levine, followed by a chanting in Hebrew and 
English of Eicha (The Book of Lamentations). If you’ve 
never heard Eicha chanted before, you’re missing some-
thing truly beautiful.  
On Tisha B’Av, it is customary to refrain from wearing 
leather shoes, read Eicha by candlelight, and to sit on 
the floor (for those with young backs).   
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Shabbat HaMalkah 
with Josefa Briant 

 

Friday, August 5, 6:00pm on Zoom 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

Join Josefa Briant and featured guest, as we create 
an intimate space at home to welcome Shabbat 
with psalms and prayers.  The Zoom link is on the 
home page of the CBI website and in the weekly 
eblast. 

Awakening the Heart 
with Rick Chess 

 

Saturday, August 20, 9:30am 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
Join Rick Chess for a contemplative Shabbat prac-
tice with meditation and chanting, usually on the 
last Saturday of each month in the CBI social hall, 
but taking place on the 20th this month. 
All are welcome, previous knowledge of Hebrew 
is not necessary. 

Hello Beth Israel Family- 

We've had a busy first half of the summer around here- a widely successful 
golf tournament, our membership directory is in progress for the first time 
since before the pandemic, a Jewish Jazz concert, several learning sessions 
led by various lay leaders and others led by the Rabbi, and currently we have 
a fabulous exhibit documenting the history of Jewish life in North Carolina and 
a parallel exhibit with items from the local Jewish Asheville archives.  Club 
Chavurah, Chesed, Ritual, Social Action, Membership, Security and Fund De-
velopment committees have all been very hard at work planning for this current year and I'm so excited to 
see how everything unfolds.  The new Board is having a planning retreat in a few weeks and we'll be di-
gesting all the ideas that came out of the annual meeting and creating a priorities road map for the year 
ahead. 

In a few short weeks, we'll be welcoming Ben Kaufman to the bimah as he becomes a Bar Mitzvah, the 
CBI rummage sale will happen a week later and then just a few short weeks beyond, we'll be ushering in 
5783.  Preparations are ongoing to create logistically smooth, spiritual and most importantly- personally 
meaningful opportunities for you to engage with your Jewish self at this important time of self reflection 
and commitment.  We also have some new offerings on the horizon in and around the holidays- more to 
come on that.   

Together we can all usher in the New Year with simcha, kavanah and tzedakah.   

A Message From Executive Director 

Rochelle Reich 

Financial Needs for the Holidays- Here’s how you can help! 
 

Sponsor the Bimah flowers for the holidays!  

Sponsor the Rosh HaShana Luncheon or Break the Fast ($154 – seeking 10) 

Sponsor the Torah Covers & Tallit Dry Cleaning ($72 – seeking 4) 

Sponsor a Lulav and Etrog set for the shul ($54- seeking 2) 

Sponsor someone to attend the Break-the-Fast ($18 - unlimited)  
 

Contact the CBI office at 252-8660 or Admin@bethisraelnc.org if you’d like to help with any of the above needs. 
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 An Elul Workshop 
 

with Rodger Kamenetz and Rick Chess 
 

Where have you been? Where are you at this very moment? Where are you 
heading? These questions could be useful to ask ourselves at any time, but they are especially rich dur-
ing the month of Elul as we prepare for the Days of Awe. This four-week workshop will offer us the op-
portunity to explore these questions together. We’ll do so by reading, talking, and writing. What will we 
read? Rodger Kamenetz’s new book of selected poems, The Missing Jew: 1976 - 2021.  
 

Kamenetz is the author of the widely celebrated books The Jew in the Lotus and Stalking Elijah: Adven-
tures with Today’s Jewish Mystical Masters. We’ll talk about the poems. As we go, we’ll invite the poems 
to direct our attention to aspects of our own lives–over the year that is nearing its end as well as further 
back in our pasts. We’ll also write in response to prompts based on some of the poems we discuss. Our 
work together should help us prepare–individually and as a community–to enter the Days of Awe with 
open hearts and minds, ready to turn toward, be turned toward, and return to the source of our being.  
 

The class will meet in person, alternating between Congregation Beth Israel and Congregation Beth Ha 
Tephila, on four Thursday evenings:  
 

September 1:  CBI 
September 8:  CBHT 43 N. Liberty St. 28801 
September 15:  CBI 
September 22:  CBHT 43 N. Liberty St. 28801 
 

Once you’ve registered for the course, we’ll have your email address so we’ll be able to send out remind-
ers of where we will be meeting each week. 
 

We’re very fortunate to have Rodger Kamenetz join us by Zoom on Sept. 8th!  
 

You must register for the workshop in advance by writing to Rochelle Reich, CBI Executive Director, at 
director@bethisraelnc.org. The cost of the workshop is $20. The registration includes a copy of Kame-
netz’s book The Missing Jew. The workshop is limited to 25 participants. You must register by August 
20. If you’d like to attend but the cost is prohibitive, please be in touch with either Rabbi Meiri at CBHT or 
Rochelle Reich at CBI. 
 

Workshop: “The Missing Jew and You: An Elul Workshop with Rodger Kamenetz and Rick Chess 
 

Dates:  9/1, 9/8, 9/15, 9/22 

Time:  7:00 - 8:30pm 

Locations:  CBI and CBHT (alternating weeks) 

Cost:  $20  

Register:  director@bethisraelnc.org 

Deadline to register:  August 20 

Attendees:  Workshop limited to 25 participants 

 

The Missing Jew 

and You:  

mailto:director@bethisraelnc.org
mailto:director@bethisraelnc.org
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DURING JUNE AND JULYCBI’s FRIDADURING JUNE AND JULY 

CBI’s FRIDAY NOON STUDY GROUP 

WILL CONTINUE DISCUSSIONS OF 
Y NOON STUDY GROUP 

WILL CONTINUE DISCUSSIONS OF 
 

 

 

In late-May our weekly study group began discussing a collection of essays by Jewish-American 

novelist Dara Horn.  Winner of a 2021 National Jewish Book Award, People Love Dead Jews:  

Reports from a Haunted Present challenges us to confront reasons why there might be so much 

fascination with Jewish deaths and so little respect for Jewish lives unfolding in the present. Horn 

draws upon her travels, her research, and her own family life to assert the vitality, complexity, 

and depth of Jewish life against an antisemitism that, far from being disarmed by the mantra of 

“Never Forget,” is on the rise.   

Now in its 23rd year, our informal discussion group meet every Friday from  

12-1 in CBI’s small chapel (with an option for Zoom for those who cannot attend in person).  All 
are welcome to attend regardless of their level of expertise.  outlets.  If you have questions, please 
contact Jay  

 
Starting on August 19, our Friday Noon Study Group will explore the Jewish 

legend of Lamed Vav Tzaddikim and a prize-winning novel based on that legend    

 

 
                                      Photo courtesy of Leo Baeck Institute 

 

According to Jewish folklore there are 36 anonymous righteous individuals living 
in every generation upon whose merit the world exists. We’ll briefly consider the 
legend of these individuals, known in Hebrew as Tzadikim Nistarim and as La-
medvovkniks in Yiddish, from its origin in the Talmud through the 21st century.  
Then we’ll examine in greater depth Andre Schwarz-Bart’s post-WWII novel, 
which was awarded France's highest literary prize in 1959. The story follows the 
Levy family over eight centuries, from York, England in the 1100s until the East-
ern European Holocaust.  The novel has been described as an enduring classic 
that reminds us "how easily torn is the precious fabric of civilization, and how de-
structive are the consequences of dumb hatred.” 

Our informal discussion group meets every Friday from 12-1 in CBI’s small 
chapel (with an option for Zoom for those who cannot attend in person).  All are 
welcome to attend regardless of their level of expertise.  Copies of Schwarz-
Bart’s novel are available at a variety of internet outlets.  It is strongly recom-
mended that participants have completed their reading of this novel by August 
26.    If you have questions, please contact Jay Jacoby at jbjacoby@uncc.edu.     

 

mailto:jbjacoby@uncc.edu
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Torah on Tap at CBI  Tuesday, August 30, 7:00pm 
 

Torah on Tap, a lively group discussion led by CBI’s Alan 
Silverman, meets on the last Tuesday of the month 
from 7:00– 8:30pm, at Archetype Brewing., 174 Broad-
way, 28801. 
 

Each month highlights a timely topic of discussion, 
viewed through a Jewish lens.   

    

  Friday Noon Study Group  Fridays, 12:00pm 
 

This informal study group, led by CBI member Jay Jacoby, is now in its 23rd year. 

Join us in the CBI small sanctuary as we discuss a new topic, or on Zoom through 

the CBI website’s Virtual Community page.  All are welcome. 
 

Please contact Jay Jacoby at jbjacoby@uncc.edu with any questions. 

    

   

Ben Kaufman Bar Mitzvah  Saturday, August 27, 9:30am 

We hope you’ll join us in celebrating as Ben Kaufman, eldest son of Adam Kaufman and Laura Sassano 

Kaufman, goes up to the Torah as Bar Mitzvah at CBI on Shabbat Re’eh, August 27. 
 

Shabbat morning services begin at 9:30am and will be followed by a Kiddush luncheon. 
 

Awakening the Heart, usually scheduled for the last Saturday of the month, will take place on August 20. 

 

CBI Rummage Sale 

Sunday & Monday, September 4 & 5 

 

When donating items, please use the guiding question, "Is this consignment store worthy?", to decide 
whether or not to donate to the sale.  Please to not bring damaged, stained, or items with missing parts, those 
should be donated to your favorite thrift store.   We will be accepting:  household goods, clothing, sporting 
goods, arts and crafts supplies, garden items, books, games & toys, tools, furniture and 
small WORKING appliances. Electronics, including TV’s and computers will not be accepted. 
 

Dates to drop off your items at the pod behind CBI: 
 

Sundays: July 31, August 7, August 21, 10am-12noon 
Wednesdays:  August 10, August 24, 5pm-7pm  
 

If you have items that are too large to bring yourself, we are planning a pick-up day on July 31. Please contact 
CBI (252-8660) and let us know what you have and we can schedule a pick-up.  Tax receipts are available. 
 

Volunteers Needed—Please Help! 
 

Volunteers are urgently needed for manning the pod during drop off times, unloading the pod on Saturday 
evening August 27 at 8:30pm, setting up during the week before the sale, and working on the sale days.  
Please contact Rochelle at director@bethisraelnc.org or 252-8660 with your availability. 
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Club Havurah Picnic Supper & Concert  
 

Sunday, August 28, 6:00pm & 7:00pm 
 

Picnic Supper & Concert Gathering Under the Stars:  A Time for Connection 
 

Join us Sunday, August 28  for a Picnic in the Park at 6:00pm and a Symphony in 
the Park at  7:00pm at  Pack Square Park in downtown Asheville (on the green, 
opposite City Hall).   Free general admission. 
 

Bring your own picnic baskets, chairs and blankets and join us by our helium-
filled balloons when we picnic at 6:00. Then, sit back and enjoy the concert that will be presented by the Asheville Sym-
phony Society at 7:00pm. 
 

RSVP by August 26 to Helene Nathanson at club.havurah@gmail.com so we will know to look out for you! 

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 
 
06 Eric Scheffer  
08 Justin Goldstein 
11 Ben Kaufman  
14 Shirley Sandler  
15 Natalie Kramer Shaw 
19 Meta Berkowitz 
 Joanna Zimmerman Corbett 
21 Meryl Goldstein 
 Amy Gordon 
22 Jane Anne Tager 
23 Robert Feirstein 
25 Sebastian Matthews 
26 Frank Goldsmith 
27 Tony Hauser 
28 Susan Lerner 
 Josefa Briant 

AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES 
 
05 Rick & Laurie Chess 
06 Sheldon & Rochelle Neuringer 
12 Leslie & Bob Goldstein 
 Doug & Marilyn Miller 
15 Michael & Michele Heller 
 Steve & Shirley Kayne 
17 Gerard & Thelma Uhler 
 Brad & Shelley Fisher 
21 Josh Gettinger & Barbara Levin 
22 Jonas & Meryl Goldstein 
24 Adrian & Shirley Sandler 
28 Fred Stichel & Karen Fisher 
30 Joseph & Rendi Mann-Stadt 
31 Steve & Barbara Miller 
 Eva Blinder & Beth Israel Blinder 

 

 

Shout-Outs & Events 

 

Many Thanks! 
 

To Beth Appel for her work producing the 2022-2023 CBI Membership Directory. 
 

To Alan Escovitz for his continuing help with CBI’s security, grounds and landscaping. 
 

To those who gave Divrei Torah when Rabbi Mitch was on vacation:  Bob Deutsch, Josh 
Gettinger, and Justin Goldstein 
 

To Josefa Briant, Rick Chess, Jay Jacoby, Helene Nathanson, and Alan Silverman for ini-
tiating, organizing and leading programs for CBI. 

 

To Bruce Brown on the engagement of his daughter Dara Brown to Matthew Scudder.  
 

To Cindy & Neil Garroway on their 50th wedding anniversary. 
 

To William & Barbara Lewin on their granddaughter Rebeka “Becky” Leora Lewin Hunter becoming Bat Mitzvah.   
Becky is the daughter of Mandy Lewin Hunter & Kenneth Hunter of Raleigh. 
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Was a Huge Success! 
The CBI Development committee is pleased to an-
nounce that this year, the synagogue nearly dou-
bled its proceeds and player participation from last 
year’s tournament! Participation grew from 28 to 
48 golfers this year.  And our net proceeds also 
nearly doubled with a net total of approximately 
$8300 this year.  

A HUGE thank you to the efforts of our committee 
members and day-of volunteers: Jeff Schweizer 
(numerous donations, and players), Beth Appel, 
Lisa Rothman Harnash, Bill Golson, Alex Reich, Car-
olyn & Steve Kayne, Danise Hauser, Michael Heller, 
& Marv Goldstein. An additional thank you for the 
much needed support and input from the CBI office 
and of course our dear E.D. Rochelle Reich, who 
had to log many hours to make sure that all the 
loose ends were tied up.  Without you this annual 
event wouldn’t have materialized. 

We would like to send a THANK YOU to our congre-
gants who played: Phineas and Josh Tager, Bill Gol-
son, Carey Harnash, Michelle McCalla & Bart Brass. 

We also want to say THANK YOU to Bart Brass, 
Mike Weizman, Alan & Suzanne Escovitz, Lorraine 
Silverman, Eric Scheffer, Neal & Beth Appel, Marc 
Penansky for being sponsors and/or auction con-
tributors, (which is where any fundraising event 
makes most of its profits!).  

Without the support from these people, we would-
n’t have made this event the great success it was.  

We would love to see more members take part in 
the upcoming years. Even if you aren’t a golfer, you 
could help recruit your friends that are, or volun-
teer at the event.  Not only will it help bring in 
much needed revenue to our congregation, but it’s 
a great way to meet and work alongside with your 
fellow members.  

Thank you all (Todah rabah!), 

Paul Deletetsky 
Golf Tournament Chair 

The Second Annual CBI Golf Classic 
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 SOCIAL ACTION COMMITTEE REPORT FOR AUGUST 

by Jay Jacoby 
 

Later this month, we will be reading Parsha Re’eh, which asks us to “open our hand to the needy and give them suffi-

ciently for whatever they need” (Deuteronomy 15:8).  Commentary on this verse in the Etz Hayim chumash suggests 

that we consider such an act “as an investment in a decent, compassionate, stable society.”  

As Alan Escovitz told us in the June-July issue of HaShofar, Congregation Beth Israel’s volunteers have put this mitzvah 

into practice for the past several months. They contributed five workdays, totaling 150 volunteer hours, in an effort to 

support construction of Habitat for Humanity’s 2022 Interfaith House, a four-bedroom home that will be occupied in 

November or December by a family of five.  

We hope that CBI congregants will join the Social Action Committee in issuing a hearty yasher koach to this year’s vol-

unteers:  Alan Escovitz and Jeremy Samsky (co-coordinators), Robert Kline, Rick Chess, Eva Blinder, Marc Rudow, Lou 

Lieb, and Rabbi Levine’s neighbor and new CBI member, Brian Lander. 

From L to R: Robert Kline, Brian Lander, Lou Lieb, Alan Escovitz, and visiting on 6/29, Rabbi Mitch. 
 

For future opportunities to engage in acts of lovingkindness, look for the return of our High Holiday food drive for the 

Manna Food Bank (see next month’s HaShofar). If you are interested in joining CBI’s Social Action Committee, get in 

touch with this year’s chairs, Marlene Jacoby and Laurie Chess. 
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Aiding Ukraine Refugees 

Volunteer Needs at the Shul 
 

  We are currently seeking folks interested in reimagining several of our shul's committees.  Don't let the word   
“committee” scare you; we need your energy and enthusiasm!  All committees welcome new members, but specifically   
we are looking for new folks to join the Fund Development, Adult Ed, Security and newly-formed CBI Club Havurah social 
committee.  Contact Rochelle to discuss your interests. 

 

Greeters Wanted! 
 

Our congregation is in need of volunteer 
greeters to welcome visitors to our warm 
and friendly Shul.  We could use your 
help to greet people at the door and say 
a few welcoming words as they arrive for 
Shabbat or holiday services.  We will 
even provide some training!  If you are 
willing to help out, please contact Ro-
chelle Reich at 828-252-8660 or direc-
tor@bethisraelnc.org. 

 

Editor’s Note 
 

       Deadline:  15 August for the September-

October double issue 
 

  For questions or submissions contact the editor at                

hashofar@bethisraelnc.org  

 

 

CBI’s Social Action 

Committee invites you to: 
 

Help serve dinner at the Western Carolina Rescue 
Mission on the third Tuesday of the month from 4:00 
pm to 5:30 pm.  
The Rescue Mission is located at 225 Patton Avenue, 
Asheville. For details, contact Alan Escovitz at 
aescovitz@charter.net  

 
Help with our involvement with Room In the Inn. 
Contact Jan Zollars at  warreallysucks@yahoo.com. 

 
All current COVID-19 precautions are observed 

in these activities. 

CBI’s HaShofar Needs You! 
 
Our beloved Jimi Moore, 
former editor of  HaShofar, 
and her husband have 
moved out of the area and 
will be joining a new Jew-
ish community and lending 
their talents and energy 
there.  We are now looking for a newsletter editor to start 
immediately.  Who is looking to contribute time from 
home?  We could even teach you some new skills...  Con-
tact Lee or Rochelle if you are interested. 

Some Ways to Help 

If you are interested in making donations to assist Ukrainian  

Refugees, here are a few options to consider: 

Joint Distribution Committee 

Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society (HIAS) 

Save the Children-Ukraine 

Doctors without Borders in Ukraine 

The CBI Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund (please indicate Ukraine Ap-

peal on the memo line) 

Marlene Jacoby and Laurie Chess 
Social Action Committee Co-Chairs 

mailto:director@bethisraelnc.org
mailto:director@bethisraelnc.org
https://bethisraelnc.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cb89d0ba630543a5bc8396494&id=46ee8f9727&e=9596d05e09
https://bethisraelnc.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cb89d0ba630543a5bc8396494&id=ac30cfeca1&e=9596d05e09
https://bethisraelnc.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cb89d0ba630543a5bc8396494&id=fcbdf1a19f&e=9596d05e09
https://bethisraelnc.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cb89d0ba630543a5bc8396494&id=75e0958c96&e=9596d05e09
https://bethisraelnc.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cb89d0ba630543a5bc8396494&id=4668074f03&e=9596d05e09
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 May-June-July Donations     לדור ודור

For those members of CBI who would like to 
direct their financial support toward a spe-
cific area within CBI, these are the active 
donor directed funds. You are encouraged 
to support the  General Fund with your 
donations, allowing the Board of Directors 
the discretion to direct this support toward 
areas of the most need.  
♥ Spiritual Life Fund – Support of spiritual 

life programs and needs 

♥ Social Action Fund – Funds CBI’s social 

action projects 

♥ Chesed/Tzedakah Fund –Supports the 

Bereavement Committee and other Chesed-

related activities 

♥ Ted Liebowitz Children’s Fund –Provides 

scholarships for Bet Sefer students and sup-

ports Bet Sefer expenses 

♥ Toby Cohen Minyan Katan and Junior 

Congregation Fund 

♥  Family Education Fund – Supports family 

education programming 

♥  Bernard Coleman Adult Ed Fund 

♥ Website/Computer/Tech Fund 

♥ Cemetery Committee Fund –Supports 

upkeep of CBI’s Lou Pollock Cemetery 

♥ Chevra Kadisha Fund – Supports efforts 

toward preparing the body of the departed 

for Jewish burial. 

♥ Rabbi Discretionary Fund –Supports 

needs or causes the Rabbi chooses to sup-

port 

♥ Executive Director’s Discretionary Fund –

Supports needs of the shul/community that 

were not budgeted for 

Support Your Shul and Its Programs! 

Active Donor-Directed Funds 

General Fund   
 

Bill & Jo Golson 
Lucy Oliver & Tom Rightmyer 
Ivan & Fern Lefkowitz 
Anon. 
Will Parrish: in memory of Rochelle Neuringer 
Garry & Ethel Mayer: in memory of David Weizman 
Leah Brown: in memory of Rochelle Neuringer 
Lynn Luthey: in memory of Rochelle Neuringer 
Shirley Kayne: in memory of David Weizman 
Shirley Kayne: in memory of Rochelle Neuringer 
David & Sharon Boas: in memory of Rochelle Neuringer 
Jeremy & Sue Lerner: in memory of David Weizman 
Eva & Beth Blinder: in memory of Rochelle Neuringer 
Marta & Jimmy Metscher: in memory of Marta’s parents, Esther  
& Burnerd Horwitz 
Gerard & Thelma Uhler: in memory of Rochelle Neuringer 
Jeremy & Sue Lerner: in memory of Rochelle Neuringer 
Steve & Carolyn Kayne:  in appreciation of Frank Goldsmith’s  
dedication to learning 
Rick & Laurie Chess: in memory of Rochelle Neuringer 
William & Barbara Lewin: in memory of Rochelle Neuringer 
Max Redd 
Patricia Horrall:  in memory of Rochelle Neuringer 
Steve & Carolyn Kayne:  in memory of Sheldon Neuringer’s dear  
wife, Rochelle 
Doris Gordon: in appreciation of Rick Chess 
Chana Ovadiah 
Harlene Rosenberg: in memory of Helen Hellman 
Nat & Marilyn Levine: Yizkor 
Gerard & Thelma Uhler: in honor of Carling & Stephen Uhler’s  
anniversary 
Steve & Carolyn Kayne:  in honor of their grandson, Chaim Benklifa’s birth-
day 
Lucy Oliver & Tom Rightmyer: in memory of Helen Hellman 
Steve & Carolyn Kayne:  in memory of Renie Kleid Zibman 
Danielle Earley: in memory of Abraham Greenberg 
Gerard & Thelma Uhler: in honor of Barrett Uhler’s birthday 
Helene & Saul Nathanson: in memory of Sid Wasch, father of Rich Wasch 
Gerard & Thelma Uhler: in honor of Michael Uhler’s birthday 
Steve & Carolyn Kayne:  in honor of their granddaughter, Chana Benklifa’s 
birthday 
 
 
 

Steve & Carolyn Kayne:  in honor of Lara & Charlie Hume’s anniversary 
Steve & Carolyn Kayne:  in honor of Joan & Norman Gaslowitz’s anniversary 
Marta & Jimmy Metscher: in memory of Marta’s parents, Esther & Burnerd 
Horwitz 
 

Yahrzeit Fund 
 

Norm Winkelman: in memory of his brother, Seymour Winkelman 
Neal & Beth Appel: in memory of Beth’s father, Oscar Kendler 
Eva & Beth Blinder: in memory of Eva’s mother, Charlotte Blinder 
Norma Schulman: in memory of her husband, Herbert Schulman 
Hal & Mary Lewis: in memory of Hal’s father, Marvin J. Lewis 
Neal & Beth Appel: in memory of Neal’s mother, Pearl Appel 
John & Jimi Moore: in memory of Jimi’s mother, Margaret Bornstein 
Lois Bernard: in memory of her grandfather, Jacob Dipsiner 
John & Jimi Moore: in memory of Jimi’s brother, Andrew Bornstein 
Louis & Hanina Ruttenberg: in memory of Hanina’s father, Emanuel Lassar 
Robert Feirstein: in memory of his father, William (Bill) Feirstein 
Norm Winkelman: in memory of his mother, Fannie Winkelman 
Jan Zollars: in memory of her mother, Betty L. Zollars 
Norm Winkelman: in memory of his uncle, Sam Winkelman 
Louis & Hanina Ruttenberg: in memory of Louis’ mother, Rivie Ruttenberg 
Barbara Turner: in memory of her father-in-law, Robert Freid 
Norma Schulman: in memory of her mother, Beatrice Epstein 
Barbara Turner: in memory of her aunt, Gertrude Krubiner 
Bruce Brown: in memory of his father, Leonard Brown 
Rick & Ellen Sanders: in memory of Rick’s father, Joseph Sanders 
Richard & Barbara Laibson: in memory of Rich’s mother, Bernice Laibson 
Gerard & Thelma Uhler: in memory of Gerard’s mother, Bertha Uhler 
Richard & Barbara Laibson: in memory of Barbara’s mother, Adele Levy 
William & Barbara Lewin: in memory of William’s mother, Ricky Lewin 
 

Social Action Fund 
 

Risa Bender & Ben Klubes: in memory of Rochelle Neuringer 
Jay & Marlene Jacoby: in memory of David Weizman 
Madelyn Daneman: in memory of Helen Hellman 
Betty Walker: in memory of Helen Hellman 
 

Spiritual Life Fund 
 

Risa Bender & Ben Klubes: in memory of Rochelle Neuringer  
 

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
 

Sharon & Vic Fahrer: in memory of Helen Hellman  
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 יזכור
Yahrzeits 

 

May their memories be for a blessing 

August Yahrzeits 
Announced during services on: 
 

July 30 
01 (04 Av) Mary Lewis for her mother, Mildred Pearl Lazansky 
01 (04 Av) Arnold Wengrow for his mother, Sura Wolff Wengrow 
04 (07 Av) Alan Baumgarten for his aunt, Magda Altberger Rosner 
04 (07 Av) Ellen Sanders for her father, David Brodie 
05 (08 Av) Ileana Grams-Moog for her brother, Marc Daniel Jacoubovitch 
05 (08 Av) Eileen Elkin for her grandfather, Harry Grossman 
05 (08 Av) Marilyn Silberstein for her father, Yoel Apelbaum 
05 (08 Av) Bob Deutsch for his grandfather, Bernard Albert 
 

August 6 
06 (09 Av) Bob Elkin for his father, Herbert Elkin 
06 (09 Av) Shelley Fisher for her grandfather, Philip Glass 
07 (10 Av) Mark Goldstein for his father, George Goldstein 
07 (10 Av) Carol Samsky for her father, Edward DeKoven 
08 (11 Av) Tony Hauser for his grandfather, Michael May 
12 (12 Av) Mark Silberstein for his mother, Malka Silberstein 
11 (14 Av) Helene Nathanson for her mother, Vivian Jacobs 
11 (14 Av) Rick Chess for his father, Alvin Chess  
12 (15 Av) Thelma Uhler for her mother, Celia Sherman 
12 (15 Av) Brad Fisher for his mother, Evelyn Fisher 
 

August 13 
13 (16 Av) Ileana Grams-Moog for her husband, Robert Moog 
14 (17 Av) Vivien Saron for her stepfather, Ernest Erling 
14 (17 Av) Neal Appel for his brother, Steven Appel 
15 (18 Av) Wolff Alterman for his mother, Rita Zodikoff Alterman 
17 (20 Av) Richard Nielsen for his grandmother, Clara Kain 
19 (22 Av) Jillian Krupp for her great uncle, Jack Popop 
 

August 20 
21 (24 Av) Lisa Rothman Harnash for her father, Michael Rothman 
22 (25 Av) Joanna Zimmerman Corbett for her mother, Ludwika Zimmerman 
22 (25 Av) Shirley Kayne for her brother, Murray Farkas 
22 (25 Av) Hannah Kirschenfeld for her grandmother, Lena Parasol 
22 (25 Av) Shelley Fisher for her father, Leslie H. Epstein 
24 (27 Av) Frank Gilreath for his father, Francis Holt 
25 (28 Av) Neil Garroway for his aunt, Harriet Tannin 
25 (28 Av) Barbara Miller for her father, Ted Liebowitz 
26 (29 Av) Steve Kayne for his mother, Zina Kayne 
26 (29 Av) Vivien Saron for her father, Ronald Lew 
 

August 27 
27 (30 Av) Davida Horwitz for her mother, Esther Horwitz 
28 (01 Elul) Lauren Malinoff for her mother, Rhoda Malinoff 
28 (01 Elul) Beth Israel Blinder for her father, Aaron Israel 
29 (02 Elul) Robert Feirstein for his mother, Sara Mindlin Feirstein 
30 (03 Elul) Joanna Zimmerman Corbett for her grandmother, Salomea Kornhaber 
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 CBI’s Virtual Office 
If you would like to pay your dues or make a donation, you can do it quickly and securely online through CBI's 

Virtual Office on the CBI website.  You can use ACH, your credit card or debit card, and save yourself a stamp 

or a trip to CBI.  Don’t forget to fill out the memo line! 
 

Just go to CBI's home page at https://www.bethisraelnc.org/ and click on CBI Virtual Office in the top bar https://
www.bethisraelnc.org/cbi-virtual-office/ 
 

If you are making a donation or ticket payment, please fill in the memo line 

so that we can allocate it correctly. Thank you for supporting CBI! 
 

Click on the donate button at the left to pay your dues, make a contribution, 

pay your Annual Appeal Pledge or pay for your Ingles cards. This simple Web 

Check system is a direct debit to your checking account and allows you to send a message to the CBI office along 

with your payment. No need to write checks or make special trips to the office.  

 

Support Your Shul and Its Congregants! 

Purchase Ingles Gift Cards  
Ingles cards are a no-cost fundraiser for Beth Israel. Each month CBI 
members and friends buy $5,000 worth of Ingles gift cards to help raise 
$250 for Beth Israel – over $3,000 annually. Ingles gift cards can be 
used at any Ingles or Sav-Mor stores for groceries, pharmacy items and 
gasoline. Sign up now to receive your Ingles cards automatically each 
month. The office also keeps an inventory of Ingles cards on hand for 
immediate purchase. Contact the CBI office to get more information 
and/or to participate at 828-252-8660 or at admin@bethisraelnc.org. 

Your Amazon Purchases Can Help Support Beth Israel 

Your Amazon purchases can help support Beth Israel.  Amazon Smile donates 1% of your purchases to CBI at no cost 
to you.  Just visit https://smile.amazon.com and select Congregation Beth Israel, then shop as you regularly would.   
If you are a regular Amazon shopper, you can bookmark this website so as to find it easily every time you shop. 

 

For Information about Burial Plots 

at Lou Pollock Memorial Park 
 

Please call Josh Tager if you need any further information: 
joshtager@gmail.com  or 828 285-9995 
 

Current Rates:  $1500 for members of Congregation Beth Israel  
      $2000 for general community 

https://www.bethisraelnc.org/
https://www.bethisraelnc.org/cbi-virtual-office/
https://www.bethisraelnc.org/cbi-virtual-office/
https://www.bethisraelnc.org/support/donor-directed-funds/make-a-contribution
https://smile.amazon.com/
mailto:joshtager@gmail.com
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Community Organizations 
 

In the interest of civil dialogue and inclusivity, this information is provided as a service to the CBI com-

munity.  

The views of these organizations may or may not reflect the views of CBI or its members. 

Happenings in the Asheville Jewish Community – www.jcwnc.org is your gateway into all the amazing and won-
derful organizations and activities that you can explore. 
 
 

The Asheville Jewish Community Center strengthens Jewish identity, celebrates Jewish culture, and builds inclu-
sive community through a wide variety of social, educational, cultural, and wellness programs for people from 
all backgrounds at every stage of life. For more information www.jcc-asheville.org. 
 

Jewish Family Services (JFS) provides unique and integrated services that will engage you in identifying your 
needs, strengths and goals. We offer support for our aging community members through our unique Elder Club 
Group Respite Program; sliding-scale mental health services through Healing Solutions counseling; case manage-
ment; crisis services and spiritual care and healing services. We offer a variety of volunteer opportunities, too! 
Reach out to Cindy@jfswnc.org to learn more! 
 

Jewish Community Relations Council of the Greater Asheville Area – Our Mission – The Jewish Community Re-
lations Council (JCRC), in keeping with the traditional Jewish mandates to pursue justice and to repair the world, 
builds bridges of understanding and communication within our Jewish community and beyond to the general 
community. We work within the Jewish and broader communities in the greater Asheville area to enhance coop-
eration with other religious, racial, ethnic and civic groups and to foster a just, democratic and pluralistic society. 
Whether advocating for students, teachers and staff with local schools and universities, meeting with govern-
ment officials, collaborating in interfaith initiatives, responding to issues of anti-Semitism, or combatting all 
forms of racial and ethnic hatred and prejudice, the JCRC assists our community in this pursuit for justice. 
 

Carolina Jews for Justice (CJJ) is a non-partisan statewide organization devoted to pursuing social justice from a 
Jewish perspective in the areas of racial equity, reproductive rights, voter engagement, reducing poverty, and 
opposing anti-Semitism and other forms of bigotry, among other issues. Please visit its website at https://
www.carolinajewsforjustice.org to learn more. CJJ has a WNC chapter, CJJ/West, and a CJJ/West Facebook page, 
and would welcome your involvement. 
Upcoming CJJ Community Events: 
Tuesday, July 26, 7:00 p.m. -- CJJ Orientation. Here’s your chance to learn more about CJJ and how you can get 
involved. Learn about CJJ/West and our statewide efforts to put Tikkun Olam into action. For more information, 
go to this link. 
The Jewish Response to Reproductive Justice. Learn what Judaism has to say about abortion and get involved in 
the fight to preserve reproductive choice. See this article by CJJ members Judy Leavitt and Mena Kates giving the 
Jewish perspective on the abortion issue. 
The Status of Abortion Law in North Carolina. Get informed about the legal status of abortion post-Wade in this 
article for CJJ by CBI member Frank Goldsmith on the status of abortion rights under North Carolina law. 
For more information about CJJ and its activities, please contact our local staff Community Organizer, Lisa Fore-
hand, at lisa@carolinajewsforjustice.org. You can also contact Frank Goldsmith at goldsmith.cf@gmail.com or 
Judy Leavitt at judleavitt76@gmail.com. 
           

 Dayenu, A Jewish Call to Climate Action A movement to confront the climate crisis, rooted in Jewish values, 
experience, and spirit. dayenu.org     
 

Jewish Conservative Coalition-Lamed 18 JCCL was formed to bring together like-minded individuals who sup-
port and defend the Jewish people and our Constitutional values. Lamed is the Hebrew letter that teaches us to 
learn from everything in life. Eighteen (18) in Gematria means good things to come.  For additional organization, 
member and upcoming events information contact:   JCCLevents@charter.net  
                                                                                                                                                                         (cont. next page) 

http://www.jcwnc.org/
http://www.jcc-asheville.org.
https://jfswnc.org/
mailto:Cindy@jfswnc.org
dayenu.org
mailto:JCCLevents@charter.net
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Regular Gift Shop Hours:  Fridays, 12 - 3pm 
 

- - Outside of these regular hours, Rochelle and Lee may be available to assist you to make    
purchases from the shop. Alternatively, please don't hesitate to call Carol Samsky at (828)676
-0765 to arrange a convenient time to open the shop or request a special order. 

Gift Shop Liquidation Sale!!! 

We are re-imagining the gift shop and will begin transitioning it to be an all-local-artist Judaica shop.  SO, 
that means that we’re having an inventory reduction sale leading up to the holidays.  Most items in the shop 
will be drastically reduced in price to make room for new items.  
 

Open Fridays 12-3 and by appointment. It’s also a great time to get involved with the shop as we are looking 
for new volunteers as we create our new store.   
 

Sale will run August - September- shop early for best selection! 

Our Gift Shop 

 

Community Organizations (cont. from previous page) 

There are MANY ways to help out around the shul for the holidays and well- you know the saying “many hands, make 
light work”- it’s true!   
 

We are looking to fill the following volunteer needs: 
Security greeters, lobby greeters, administrative help, bamboo cutting, High Holiday mahzor-swapping, and probably 
other things as well.   
 

If you are interested in helping out, then please contact Rochelle (director@bethisraelnc.org  or 252-8660) and she’ll 
get you scheduled. 

High Holiday Volunteers Needed! 

Conference of Jewish Affairs  We believe that America is a unique civilization worth preserving, and that liberty is the 
core engine behind America’s success. As Jews and as admirers of the Bible, we believe in free markets and capitalism; 
judging people as individuals as opposed to indistinguishable members of groups; personal self-defense; reverence for 
the Constitution; property rights, national sovereignty and patriotism; a strong and capable military; and opportunity 
for all to succeed. We have a deep pride in Israel and her extraordinary achievements, and advocate for a secure and 
strong Israel. Please visit the website:  (www.conferenceofjewishaffairs.org/  
 for additional information.      

 

Any Extra Produce? 

If your garden is producing like mad and you’d like to donate your extra 

produce, Adrienne Press, CBI’s Kiddush caterer, would love to use it in 

making nutritious Kiddush meals for the congregation.  

 

Contact Adrienne at kitchen@bethisraelnc.org or at (212) 982-1626. 

 

http://www.conferenceofjewishaffairs.org/
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 

 

 
 
 

2 3 

 

 
 
 

4 

 

 
 

 

5 

6:00pm Shabbat 

HaMalkah (Zoom) 

6 
9:30am Shabbat Ser-

vices (& Kiddush) 
 

9:00pm Reading 

Eikha—Tisha b’Av 
 

Erev Tish’a b’Av 

7 
10:00am-noon  

Rummage drop off  
 

 

 

8 

 

 
 

9 10 
5:00-7:00pm 

Rummage 

drop off  

11 

 

12 
 

 

 
 

Tu b’Av 

13 
9:30am Kiddush for 

Breakfast Study with 

Rabbi Mitch 

10:30am Shabbat 

Services  

14 
All-Board Retreat 
 

3:00pm Gospel Music 

Rosenwald Collabora-

tive Greater Works 

Church 

15 16 
4:00pm Serv-

ing Dinner at 

Rescue Mis-

sion 

17 

 

18 

 
 

 
 

 

19 
12noon  Noon 

Study Group 
 

 
 

20 
9:30am Shabbat Ser-

vices & Kiddush 
 

9:30am Awakening 

the Heart  

 

21 
10:00am-noon  

Rummage drop off  
 

 

 
 

 

22 23 

 
 

 
 

 

24 
5:00-7:00pm 

Rummage 

drop off  

25 

 

26 
12noon Noon 

Study Group 

 
 

27 
9:30am Ben Kaufman 

Bar Mitzvah Shabbat 

Services & Kiddush 
 

8:30pm Unpacking 

the Pod—Volunteers 

Needed! 

28 
6:00pm Club Havurah 

Picnic Supper (Pack Sq) 

7:00pm Outdoor Con-

cert (Pack Square Park) 

 
 

 

29 

 

 
 

 

30 
7:00pm Torah 

on Tap Arche-

type Brewery 

174 Broadway 

 

31 

 

 

 
 

 

   

August 2022 

Beringer Artist in Residence Workshop 

Rummage Sale Set Up     Sunday—Thursday     Volunteers Needed! 



HaShofar השופר            Page: 17    

 

 

Congregation Beth Israel 

229 Murdock Avenue 

Asheville, NC 28804 

Office Phone (828) 252-8660 

email: admin@bethisraelnc.org 

Synagogue Office Hours: 

Tuesday to Friday 

9:15 am to 3:45 pm 

For updated information 

visit our website at 

www.bethisraelnc.org 

August 

Candle-lighting & Havdalah 
  

Friday        08/05/22      8:12 pm 
Saturday    08/06/22      9:01 pm 
 
 

Friday        08/12/22      8:05 pm 
Saturday    08/13/22      8:54 pm 
 
 

Friday        08/19/22      7:57 pm 
Saturday    08/20/22      8:46 pm 
 
 

Friday        08/26/22      7:48 pm 
Saturday    08/27/22      8:37 pm 

Chesed: CBI’s Support Network 
 
Chesed is a caring team of CBI members who are here to help out their CBI com-

munity during both challenging as well as joyous times. This committee has assist-

ed individuals and families in a variety of ways. Sometimes it’s as simple as making 

a call or writing a card. Sometimes it’s preparing a meal, making a visit or providing 

a ride. Sometimes it’s helping with a life cycle event: a bat or bar mitzvah, the birth 

of a baby, the loss of a loved one. But we need your help to continue our work ef-

fectively. 

 

We can’t offer to do anything unless we know who needs and wants some support. 

If we can help you with something or if you are aware of someone who needs assis-

tance, please tell Lee, who will pass along that information to the Chesed commit-

tee. Or you can send an email request to chesed@bethisraelnc.org. Many people at 

CBI are waiting to help out. At this point, over 70 people have put their names on 

one or more lists to provide support for their CBI family. 

 

We also need your help responding to the requests. If you want to be involved, 

please tell Lee, who will pass along your interest to the committee. You can also 

contact the Chesed committee directly at chesed@bethisraelnc.org. We’ll get in 

touch with you to see what you are interested in doing. We’re grateful to have you 

volunteer to do one or all of the following (it’s really up to you): 

 

  • Visit those who are sick 

  • Make calls 

  • Be part of a shiva minyan 

  • Prepare meals 

  • Provide transportation 

  • Run errands 

  • Assist with set up for a bar/bat mitzvah party 

  • Host someone for a holiday meal 

 

 

Jewish communities have a rich history of taking care of each other. The Babyloni-

an Talmud teaches us that All Jews are responsible one for another (Shevuot 39a). 

 

The Chesed Committee invites you to be a part of that meaningful tradition. 

Administration 

Rabbi Mitch Levine, rabbi@bethisraelnc.org or 252-9024 

Rochelle Reich, Executive Director director@bethisraelnc.org 

Lee Avishai, Administrator admin@bethisraelnc.org 

Adrienne Press, Kitchen kitchen@bethisraelnc.org 
 

Executive Committee 

Danielle Tocaben, President president@bethisraelnc.org 

Vice-Pres. (OPEN) vicepresident@bethisraelnc.org 

Julie Sherman, Secretary boardsecretary@bethisraelnc.org 

Bruce Brown, Treasurer cbitreasurer@bethisraelnc.org 

Ellen Sanders, Past President msweizman@gmail.com  
 

Committee Chairs/Members 

Eva Blinder, Spiritual/Ritual ejb5711@gmail.com 

Marlene Jacoby, Social Action marlenejacoby@gmail.com 

Laurie Chess, Social Action chesslaurie@gmail.com 

 

Caren Kessler, Chesed chesed@bethisraelnc.org 

Marv Goldstein, Fund Development marvgoldstein@yahoo.com 

Alan Escovitz, Security aescovitz@charter.net 

Frank Goldsmith, Security goldsmith.cf@gmail.com 

HaShofar Editor hashofar@bethisraelnc.org 

Steve Kayne, House 1houseforu@gmail.com 

 

Board Members-at-Large 

Beth Blinder bci92411@nc.rr.com 

Helene Nathanson club.havurah@gmail.com 

Alan Baumgarten abaumgarten4@gmail.com 

Karen Fraade kfraade@gmail.com 

Alan Escovitz  aescovitz@charter.net 

Leonard Jacobs leonard.jacobs@gmail.com 

 

For everything else, contact admin@bethisraelnc.org  or 252-8660 

mailto:msweizman@gmail.com

